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Srisrividhiya won the second prize for the essay in the Royal Common
Wealth Essay Competition in the year 1997. There were more than 4500
entries from 887 schools across the commonwealth.

Feedback from the examiners

“K.Srisrividhiya Kalyanasundaram'’s entry on the topic, “What would

life be like without fear’, was warmly appreciated by the examiners in
Class A. They commented that this was an extraordinary essay which
answered the question at its deepest spiritual level. The technical
brilliance and handling of colour demonstrated by the illustrations was
most impressive. In the words of one examiner, “they were an absolute
joy in the way they complemented the text in conveying a sense of
life’s fears moving towards the ‘unlimited freedom’ of fearlessness”. This
examiner, like others in the Class, was “enormously moved” by how
Srisrividhiya expressed her insights.”

Dr. Charles Kemp, Chief Examiner
Royal Commonwealth Society Essay Competition
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(o ntant&

© ﬁzwgﬂ&iﬂg fear

pl.f:rf"un_qef lo mﬂjtlp 5
Defensive limils 5

© ,'Dc.;i-ni.ng fear
Uﬂ‘u’?i.h.ﬂﬂ We 51"&:}1 mist ¢

@ The central ool of fear.

TIne sobtler vealms. 8 I

SR R

@ Freedom. From Fear
‘i'[t’ﬂkt- {.J-.)Lthbdt LLJE.?IHS 10

|© iEa.fni_n:g b be withoul fear

']baHa-rtd Hovixons 1

i {ife without Fear

Wheve The mind »w withod fear.

Unlimiled Freedom .
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rﬁﬂ CHaY o e ﬁ“.ﬂ.ﬂ..

Me God . This i Anna
-anrt,




Fxbvack from 4dsaac Azimovs  “iliads of Cir'la.ﬂ'gt."

Inspired from a page in the Doon School magazine, 1995
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The Sties were rheve | ¢ ey Hnew e wot. The
Carth 4 was sfanding Upo¥ Aidn’'t  Know wite I wios,
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|
- ——————yre

R Stvanger To Tyself

.j slood.  There ab&clufehj alone , pefrified. . |
The Shies weve [Mere | but They FKrew e nob, |
The earth 4 was  ghanding Upor  didA’t  Krnouw
who 3 was. The Tvees , Pladls | mom  dad,
L friends ¢ For  everyome 9 exisked -
as o wame ; o 7TelaFionship. TDuk Ehey

krnew MoE who 94 WSas.

T‘*’obod_q knew fhe aeal we . The:j weTe
gatisfied wikth Seeing what  they Ehought
4 oSas . 94 stood out  there,
t ‘_SnLi.ta.TH'

i | Shivered ot The whole (dea. {

L wWosn't o daughler , a sisler , o Fviend, a
v student. 94 was *™ME’  with Mo identily.
94 was afraid [ Kwow [hat 9 had B take up
MYy own Path. d ad & look inle o davk

voont ord  wake ™My own Li;ght.

| S
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e = - « A TE 0

B ——— =
NMow 9 Saw M'H&EIF EAL‘{‘-ﬂﬁiﬂj-;'r“”“ Ln my EBQJJ
feav duﬂc-.'ng over WE.
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1 van From theve hl’l_nmiﬂﬂ Aok what

4 was Tunning from and where 6.

9 wished éomebudﬂ would ask me what 9 was |

afraid of ., Dub, 9 Knew (t wouldn't help_ !
They would all gfand There Smiling and say

€ Jou’re Safe my  Child nothing f be afraid of* |
:
. j have beenr afraid
| —  afraid of having  an accedenkt

—  abracd of gioping A the cdark

—  afraid of -FaLLLﬂﬂ in love

—  alvaid of an eclipse

s afaid ofF death

—  odvaid of every poaaible -fEELinﬁ ! egLPp_ﬂ.'Erlce

Vel , 3 wasn't even awave thabt J was

afvaid . gk

hod  bewme o 'Pcut of mydE”'.

_Shrin ht'ng , bervor (n

My eyes fear daﬂt'_iﬂﬂ Over e,
& was a Sheck'! Never tiod 9 :;MargiﬂEi
4 could be Fﬁr:ghtp_ned . Yebt , all the LEime been
advaid ok 'Qefﬁ.ﬂﬁ -Ff}'_th_‘ened.. i
Tudﬂ.ﬁ 4 worled B see Me darkK covrevs |
(nstde me ;| unhnown and unsought . The [ﬂ:inhﬁ.nj
Stats inside my head |© which 94 was as yet
o alien.
o=
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Step  oul  of Yyour defiaitlons!
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dhe Hefensive Jimils.

Oh. Youth | inohmﬂ ot Tese bhings afound
“.'“,':I do 50 many q{uﬂétf-nﬂ\s avrest You 7

?\Mﬂdbt this [Wat Yol call rg_a..lit_j
Hhﬂ do You wish © Krow —
whether these tvrees ave taller than those ?

flas Ok fouth | You don't See the woment
You See only o woment [ike The one that Pa:s::eri-

Will You nol See [he tbtvee
Oh Lfﬂuﬂﬂ wan | ond look ot the tvee

Do not  See e _barks  thal axe vough Llike Hhe vocks
Pok  See (ke  banks

You tail o See ,h‘oufaalmc > Younﬁ- man !

‘J[n"f" You See O _biﬂtth ; G fatler ; o Son .

j?)u.t' You don't See lF?e veal You .

Look ak Yous self
And
STEP oUT oF THESE DEFINITIONS .

© Srisrividhiya Kalyanasundaram ~ What would life be like without fear? Royal Common Wealth Essay Competition, 1996 - 1997



jﬁ_e agEfES.S ryﬂﬂ..fﬁ-
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St had been casy all alotq To Tell
mﬂ.s-elJF that 3 am Coving , loving , moody , Eough ...
j had ;]uat leved UPI'E- a definibion of WLFLP,_QMF 5
nevey tvied o qo beyond .

b

No TloRE DEFINITIONS of  TYsELE ' yelled .

Whal am 4 afvaid of ?

9 hod [ climb each &l:e,}a of My own
life o anewer Lhis @Maram

1 looked af myself, 9 was thee Hears
old, with wonder in Wy eyes Everything was new:
| The sSfaves , The shy , [he  Flowevs , school . Pub
A j@st’ &LaePrﬁd them.. Anything 94 couldn't
Uﬂdtﬂréfand_ 9 was afraid . The Jirsk  time 4
Saws a Picl_m’& on The [elevision | | was -!—f,:'_qhﬁned‘

Then i was .:‘,LL“ch'.hELt_H a'ﬂd ‘fiﬂall:{ 5 QLLEPT'P_CL f;t,

j mﬁﬂt UP [-EE lﬂ.ddef . ,Sef&ﬂ Yeavs nowd
1
(vying 5 Papa thal = severt headed dsagen
wont Lake m™me Fvom you . will iy
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[o.{-.L'.-ﬂj jﬂMEfﬁfn_g 9 loved. 3 LLrﬂﬂted_J-
r-SDWT'E"H'E'iHQ thal wasn't (=8 ‘Dp_fl'f of LE |
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W e
Now 9 was eeven and theve weve guevies:

‘Lrﬁaqu, p Pul mhﬂ should Che.ﬂ -Fiﬂht r ” and Cthere
weTe Fears . “Mq_mg_ | tanTt we have a world
withoul wars 7. Hh‘f aven't we allowed 1

9 don’'t wom[ [o die So SsSoen®

AL j’"r‘a-:se.ni 4 am  Sixlfeen ~The Yooth, |

aspiring 5 emjoying |
As 4 wabtched o movie , 4o ifota_llﬂ
absovbed ; lo st , 4 _Sudc{EﬂlH Selt  afvaid.

4 was afvaid of laﬂng myself in m
- N ,Su-r-ramv\.d.m&s

So  thal was what 4 have been afraid

ot all along -
Lﬂbiﬂg rScMEthﬂﬂﬁ ﬁ loved 3 Wwanbed ;

SDMEthLﬂq (Rat wosnt a parl of e .
- p— !

preep

j wollowed fov a while my d,LE:LD\IEYj.

4 Sacd o mﬂae.'-F—-
56 Lea~ T;EE?& vts lde;ld. when  we loce Dufaalvea.

.ﬂﬂ. [HE cic-..‘fk» ; Wwe ove o:;'f&.id. ol Lc}binﬂ
On the ~voads , afrald of

l The power lc see .
In \ife ., we ave

Lo,g,f.ﬂ‘q Our thf,sl':.ﬂ.ﬂ‘- being-
atvaid oF lesing ouvselves it death.

i —————————s |
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=

Il afraid Thal agmdﬂ;mmit.s Lemil3 You
freedem 6 F_FHP

IQT'E Hml. 5



dhe Subtler vealms

L

t ﬂttcfd.i.ﬂr_g b Me law of ﬂefod{ynamitb}f{*‘lﬁ
bombple bee cannok H‘j. 4 quess nobod y botherved

6 tell lhe bee.
jmaﬂLﬂE you are he pomble bee .
Had ng. '[hau.jht thal aﬁfodjﬂamf_cs woul
Step  you from -Fyiﬂg , wouldn’t you have been

G.F-f"g,i.ti G'f L!}.‘jl.,'!‘lﬂ ﬂouf ‘FLEﬂht. Ptihap.ﬁ ch.

would  mevey lWave flown!

T?DLLt Llfll’llj '.FE'{L‘F - .ILL!.Et L L??

jf: Lk 'bE:'_rJ.,tL-jE. we lemeE D,_Lféalﬂ_ jé i
because we do moL  see thal we have [he matimam
Pofeﬂfial within ws. Ave we not AWARET
. }\ﬂ'\m vie ever oeen a Liktle wyave aﬂ]—f‘nicl
¢t laaiﬂg itself (n (he waler, Ne- for it hasws
that it (s hemighly ocean.

Have we evev seen o Soft  breeze afraid of
[n,f,u;,ﬂﬂ itself in the stotm . No = Ftor it Raocws
fthat it s (e Yaguig sterm. .




Subr -23 4 o nkE -z H e ot =L e o

Tealm s

Subkler

The
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Nove we ever seen a cloud ﬂeﬁiﬂg lest in
e osKies ¢ ; o Aoind- op losing Lteelf i the
eavth 7 5 a ﬁ’&lﬂ.h’ioﬂéhip jalﬂﬂﬂ lost in  love? .

- The}_{ ave  AwARE of what They are.

Tust  imagine a  bullertly beng afvaid of [he
wun d : ol awave that it is The L,ui.-rtcl’l. thal carvies
ct . He would have wever 3een those beautcful
-P&ttg1ﬂ5 on L6 back.

So the problem i wtthin You and me , We
who do not  FKnew whal we are and live in an

LLLLLED'Y’H Q‘,—rc'ie of Fime .

*Flas‘ht Withool Hings.

| Tere have _beed a thowusand Hears , a

thowsand phobias  above me ,below me | beside me,
behind me. J have beent (aught in  theiy swixl.
This s [He (ime [o byeak ouwl. The STorm  is
Eﬂﬂul;iﬂg ™e . Yet -, I Knew 3 was fbfeahf.ﬂ_g out of

(e 5uj{:f’[ each momenk.

,ﬂ wab  awave of every emolbtiont inside me-_i

was o Spectaler walching myself.
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‘N'G time for foax 4 ctried oul. N_Li self
Wad glven wme its hond (@ hold on. The sterm

was fng't-ﬂﬂ oveTr m™MeE. The SPEEC:L was Lerminal .
Thevre weve obslacles in every *5“}3'

4 and iy self  weve Eﬁ_@.thef and_we were
E)Lt. The Swirl wenfl on with B work [Tﬂq;nj

& devour every Susceptible person .
4  looked at it oand wondeved how 9

tould have losC mﬂaaif there.

'lbajoﬂd Horizong .

ﬂj Self  was lhere | veady for o talk.
‘4t s teme o be awove’ &t said, ‘yeu who seek

Life without fean®

Do Yo frear that ™Music , Oh | seeKer
Do you tear [he [inkle of The Fflowers amidst
(Re leaves .

—_—

Be  Shavp, fov among |he Cveepets
Jkew’ﬁ s o leaf /g.:;tﬂ{n_c;.

Oh Houﬂﬂ '- Do Yyou hWear mﬂ lunes of The Sand oS
I Youw walk

The Little cloud’ lamgh  ca thal, vejoicing sky .
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De oLl evey Aol al ?1239-._[:

E‘."l.:liu,ilr-c'ﬂj fhe UwUniverse
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1id

p—— -

You | who Seeks THe inkinile !
Do you head (he wind 4t the withered petals?

Do you , among [Re slovms
fear he assvied voice of fhe vools ¢

Lo You i Lhe ’bu-mi.:'ﬁ.g five s
heov the Soitness of e Fflames ?

390 You heay A The idst p} ‘jDU."l" a"ﬂ_gef
{ove ‘Ho:ﬂlﬂg unasked ?

Lo You evey feav ot nghtl
The oilent beals Eﬂgu!fmﬁ. (ke universe.

Lo you amidst Lhe Cormoils that voll above
youv head

—

heav e ywwsie  of yout breath .

Oh Youth Geeling Lefe  withoul Jeay
wWolch  Youvself T™e HAuwave

3

]

B_ﬂd feel life ..Siﬂ_qifﬂ M side .-Hm‘i' !

_— e

-

© Srisrividhiya Kalyanasundaram ~ What would life be like without fear? Royal Common Wealth Essay Competition, 1996 - 1997



"4 am gotng o% a beautifal  jouvney.
Boﬂ'f -jlal...l.- ﬁhed feavs ;‘-'3"' ME” Sasd the d'ﬂf.""_?r&bﬂ'
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1%

,jhE*l'E was No 1[90.1'5 Fheve was Awarteness .
ond as 3 lived in each moment 9 was Tvee

‘ﬂt’ _wos {‘EE dom 3 _gvlLLr\:l_Lt'EcL_

i —

Thee wos c‘,newasa&bie A'-::_-j ond love
Jlowed oncondously.

4 slood Theve u)ﬂrt,hln_g mﬂae,lfn .L‘iffﬂff
ctfoitlessly.
]' olurally 9 was no more afraid of
~ peaTH,
-9 uwas auwaTe oFf a c:l__gi-ﬂrg YoSE.

1 walthed o  vose die

will | wither and. be blown away by The wold
4 Saw it being lanric.'r&eo\- 'b,H {5 own thowns.
and et  smile as b 'Pa::-f:'&d_ away -

e

aye !J 4 hewd it address
tn’lﬂ& |_ T’Tj Huu,}i.g L,;,t'[_lﬁ _.lZJLtCI.‘.:

ﬂ oM gﬂiﬂ(‘j Lyl A ,bEﬂ_U}:H:uI ;llju_-;ﬂ{:__}__i
Pon't You ShﬁcL (Ca~vs for we.

4 nall net see Yo bloum
f{ shall Mo Move  hear You lau.qh

4 Connobt tell Yo whenr  the wind emes
L Put  den'r you feav e weosld. |
- 3
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wiond LA wre thou L feav [

N here

[he

Ve

]..PHU'EEIJI.LI:HB e gﬂfaﬂ Mist
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See [his Ssweel smile on mﬂy face
And vemember [T have osne liKe that always
When the dafg tomes for You 6 qo

To  [he Newomers — See thal, Your 5rﬂttt'ﬂuu show.

Oye! wy wevry Witle Youfn |

You look ID‘UEB A yout colours |

i Dot you listen o whal men talk of death .
and don’t Jou feay it [oo.

1 4 tormed avound [Re  (orned

Theve wos [he Yeulh _,b&u:‘:i,!.de:re.d oncl gﬁg,'g&

Theve wos o oldman on his deathbed

[‘&.'.H,Ilnﬂ of a thousand ynfulfilled wishes with '
feat in his eyes.

P —

Whete The ﬂ'liﬂo‘. i.a ug_iW}auli' fear .

sl ) e e e ol A e S e

So ﬁdﬂa\lﬂ 4 kveus whal 94 was

1uﬂﬂir\£ ‘F‘f(}‘rﬂ artd wheve o .
4 fLL.&F wasn bt Tunnuig of all. 94 was
now fao‘r{znj al H»tin_ﬁs 94 had never tried fo see.

/B)\! the Way ded yeu hknocw »

“Tue U"‘]'__!J Mhing tha b ever Sal ol Wy

El

(o SycLcess 15 oo hEVL«

T T————
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—— ﬁ

J wasa't odvard avd (& for wonderful.
Time  worhed with we . Fvevy fob 9 had & do,
9 did withounl -feelimﬂ the least Fived.

: The job 15 a.l-ren_dq done |,
9 Jﬂ«nuﬂhl” tach Eime.
SGMEDﬂE asKed ,

"9 whete does this T"Qm qgo _P‘ The answey
wod 'P-ra-ﬁm.md. ‘fj have been Seecrq it for
The past ‘[u.&iiﬂg yeats and i hasnt moved

ot ineh.?

W g—

' Th e MH&h‘fHLng paﬁ'ﬁns of my life  were
mouj" G 'Pamtwa maf:ﬁ&fpuec.ﬁ and I steed theve

Ctdmtl.-r‘mg My ow! tﬂmPle'ﬁzd wor fi.

ﬂ Saw thal o one had beound. me. ju.ua..f:-
Li_bg""ﬂré-d. i, ‘F‘\""E‘E ; j aU-E'&E‘Ef-L rﬁﬁt‘ e C.hﬂ-ﬂfﬁﬁ E\pgu

-

iy moment 4 our  life.and make F g5 we
(Choose it [o be.

4 had ,ExLi.Lt' Jouﬂdﬂ._h.‘ﬂn:; for my d+eam
casktles.

4 didnat fear OGiod. 4 wasn't pYaying
b him f"m’ﬂmﬂ‘fﬂ- 9 was lonversuny wieth  him
and we Felbt & lot  move (lose [0 eadch cther.

: B
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The PE{_-.PEE SEl  wenl o as n flock, pPub 9 was

a.Fa.fll." '{,mtiuc".
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Theve was o Change in we. Theve ave
oo woys  n which People Can .be wirMners,
D KWhen m'f_b‘ win ; Straagle, do their patf and win
i) When Semebody else loses.

1 was nnow [he leade+ of The &féf"_gmuP.

1 waos Mo move o Follower. fl:_:_uaa__ e
leader of ™y own ‘Sa'l_f_ jmﬂ, my self  were
friends and we Knew each cother.

ﬂ 50w Uhe Lﬂdiﬁdua.h'i’ry (n each pex sort.
j‘he Pe.aple still  went om as a flok. Pub I was

(_‘_L_Puﬂr Yun f(}_uf .

j walched mﬂbﬁlf inn fLove with Efevy'ﬂ'lirlnj,
I Love thal enwmpassed The whole omiverse. The
.fgeﬁﬂj LS SO z’SLmPle , Ao _ﬂfeat', I was
beavtiful & wakeh e love myself, withoul

&Eﬂ ) possessiveress , pvide oY satvsfachon.

4 hod wo doubt , mo halred , no anger,

no bevyor , wno q’uga%ioné.
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Un[tmit‘ed freedom. .

9 was e infirnile and 4 saw this evevy
pavrticle (n the univevese.

qc  was S0 beavkful . Love wod So
/gPDﬂt—a,ﬂEDLLS (lﬂd- Lite S0 Eus-.; -1 aFe:.ial'.

9 looked out  with wonder. 9 wasn't lone|3
ﬂﬂﬂmml"e,

e swiiled and gave o lcttle cinp.
"Wow!’ 94 told mﬂselF. "You did it”’,

™My self was oul there wilth its
eveq g«ming gryn.

"S0 Kid you have mtade Y our’ conclusions "
itk smiled at  we .

9 famﬂhed ,

L]

—

t Whal aboub D.uf:h.f.ﬂ_g [he 5k_§ [} 1Ca.H on you e
Clouds [0 Swollous you Up ... ]
The [winkle in |5 eye was [co Obvious.

,.'.HEH (ovie On , Youw needn't pu.lL mMy 1&9. As F
[Mese (oondevful AKies would +righten me idiok ”

9 Saicl E_cp.,r.;,-..ﬂ.Ef _
" Zeave Me With The Skies '
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i - d '. i ," I - “:.:

',f(’eau"g W e Witk  The _Shies”
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